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• Introduction 
• Teaching phonics
• Reading activities at school
• How to get the most out of reading
• Tips for helping your child to read
• Taking books home 
• Questions



Reading has two components

Word Recognition
The ability to recognise words 

presented in and out of context.

The ability to apply phonic rules 
- blending phonemes to decode.

High quality phonics work –
prime approach for beginners in 
learning to decode and encode.

Comprehension
The process by which words,  
information, sentences and 
discourse are interpreted.

The same processes underlie 
comprehension of both oral and 

written language.

Continues to develop throughout 
life!

Initial books with no words –
why?



Why some children 
can't read, and 
what you can do 

about it! 

The Sound Reading 
System: teaching 
EVERY learner to 

read



• In mathematics (real) quantities * * * * are 
represented by a symbol: 4

• In music the (real) sound, pitch and rhythmic 
pattern of the music is represented by the written 
notes/the symbols: ♪♫

• The ‘Highway Code’ represents in symbols, the 
rules governing driving on public roads: Û

• The English ‘alphabet code’ represents the written 
symbols or letters for the smallest spoken sounds 
of the English language. It is reversible. (sound ↔ 
symbol) t r ai n



• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word.
• A grapheme: Letter(s) representing a phoneme.

t s b
• A CVC word is a word that contains a consonant, 

vowel and a consonant.
• mud      pin     lid     hat  

Some definitions



And why do you need to 
know these definitions?



Because your children will 
come home talking about 
them!



Top Tips 
• Say the sounds clearly, ‘sss’ not ‘s-uh’ (this is known as 

‘schwa’). Keep the sounds short and sharp.

• DO NOT SCHWA!

• DO NOT SCHWA!

• DO NOT SCHWA!



What we need 
to do…
• focus clearly on developing word recognition skills 

through
– Phoneme awareness and phonics teaching – why we 

need to teach phonics even if your child can read by 
sight (alien words)

– Repetition and teaching of ‘tricky’ words
• focus clearly on developing language comprehension 

through
– Talking with children
– Reading to children 
– Teaching comprehension strategies



Phonemes and graphemes

• There are 44 phonemes in the English language 
but only 26 letters. Have a think about them 
now…a-e,ow,ough,ay etc…

• There are over 140 ways of writing the 44 
phonemes.

• Having a good knowledge of these is key in 
developing children’s ability to decode words. 

• Children need to be able to blend sounds 
together and segment words back into sounds. 



Letters and Sounds 
The Phases

Phase 1 Throughout FS and KS1

1. General sound discrimination – environmental 
sounds

2. General sound discrimination - instrumental 
sounds

3. General sound discrimination– body percussion
4. Rhythm and rhyme
5. Alliteration
6. Voice sounds
7. Oral blending and segmenting



Phase 2 – start of Reception

• Introduces the following grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences



Phase 2 – start of Reception

• Decoding and encoding are taught as reversible 
processes

• As soon as children have a small number of 
grapheme/phoneme correspondences, blending and 
segmenting can start 

• s-a-t  sat   p-i-n  pin  p-a-n pan t-a-p tap

• Children learn to read the ‘tricky’ words by sight: to, 
the, no, go, I 



Phase 3 - Reception

Just when you think you are close to the end - we 
introduce another 25 graphemes!



Phase 3 - Reception

• Children learn one representation of each of the 44 
phonemes – for writing purposes, too

• They learn to read and spell two syllable words 
• They learn letter names
• Children read the tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, 

was, my, you, they, her, all, are, I, go, to, into, no, 
the.

This is the expected level for the end of Reception.



Reading at school 
• Individually
• Every day, all day in many different contexts

• In small groups e.g. alphabet bingo, three sound 
words on whiteboards, match words to pictures, 
make words using letters, following books together 
etc

• Whole class e.g. words related to topics, writing 
words which contain new sound, stories on 
whiteboard, shared reading books etc

• General – reading signs, peg labels, names on 
jumpers etc. 



Top Tips 
• Do not use the names of the letters in the initial stages. 

Use the sounds. 
• Say the sounds clearly, ‘sss’ not ‘s-uh’ (this is known as 

‘schwa’). Keep the sounds short and sharp.
• Use ‘sound talk’ at home (‘G-e-t your b-a-g’).
• Look for opportunities to read in the environment. Make 

the reason for reading clear. 
• Allow your child to progress at his/her own pace. 
• Don’t expect your child to read a word before he/she 

has been taught the sounds in it. 
• Visit the library.
• As you are telling stories, pause for any repeated 

phrases. Can your child fill them in? 
• Use words such as title, author, illustrator, fiction –

we do talk about these in class.



• Ask your child to hold the book and turn the pages. Ask them 
to point to where we start reading. 

• Emphasise taking care of books.
• Allow children to reread favourite books. 
• Allow children to use the pictures to search for clues.  This will 

help them to develop their confidence. 
• Ask open-ended questions e.g.. ‘what do you think…?’
• Allow your child to see you reading – not just phone or 

computer screen
• Use cursive handwriting to practise. 
• Try to read with your child for 10-15 minutes a day. It makes a 

huge difference!
• Don’t feel guilty if you miss a few nights. 
• Try reading at different times of the day. 
• Read plenty of stories at your child’s comprehension level. 
• Keep it fun! 
• Speak to your teacher if you have any concerns or to tell us if 

your child has progressed well!



Taking reading books home
• change their books every day.
• choose the books themselves. (Same ones 

sometimes!)
• Reading diaries collected in once a week – keep in 

book bag. 
• Please use the diaries to inform us of your child’s 

progress. Date the diary each day.
• Teacher may make notes in diary. There are often 

good tips to help you and your child.
• Do not write that children have sounded out tricky 

words – they cannot be sounded out.



How to teach High Frequency Words?
Play ‘beat the detective’- child to run and find the word before the other 
person has written it!
Place a HFW in the corner of the room and run to the word called out.
Lucky dip!
Play snap!
Write them in chalk onto a hopscotch grid. Read them as you throw the stone 
onto them.
Play bingo with them.
Put them into a sentence, ensuring children understand the context
Point them out when reading a bedtime story.
Put a few at a time onto a wall using post its or bricks/flowers and practise 
them each evening in a fun way hiding one and asking which one is missing.
Play treasure hunt with HFW words.
Write the words on lolly sticks and practise 1 a day from the pot.



Phonics workbooks
We began formally teaching phonics this week.
Workbooks will come home on  Thursday. 
Please refer to the example sent along with it
Return next Thursday for a new set of letters.
This is some of the most important work you 
will ever do with your child.
Practise the cursive script we use in school.



Internet sites to help at 
home

Letters and sounds - www.letters-and-sounds.com
This has plenty games to play online and resources to print off 

to use at home.

Jolly Phonics – jollylearning.co.uk/overview- about-jolly-
phonics/

Jolly Phonics Songs on Youtube

Pronunciation of phonemes – YouTube ‘How to learn the 
letters and sounds of the Alphabet (Mr Thorne) 

Sounds of the English Phonic Code –
Synthetic Phonics.wmv

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE&sa
fe=

Active (This is the most important site for parents!)



Any 
questions?



Part 2



Phase 3 - Reception

Just when you think you are close to the end - we 
introduce another 25 graphemes!



Focus

• Comprehension
• Fiction 
• Information
• Fluency
• Breadth



Writing



Writing

PHYSICAL ASPECTS
• Pencil control
• Left/right handed
• Scissors
• Threading/weaving/painting/sticking/building



Writing

OTHER ASPECTS
Now I know what I want to write, I can start to put it 
on paper.
I can also use drawings to help me remember 
(Helicpoter stories).
Encourage independence – phonetic spelling is more 
important than accurate spelling at this stage.
Letter sounds and letter names – when to use them.



Writing

OTHER ASPECTS
• Sounds – how does a word sound?
• Can your child say the sounds correctly?
• Segmenting – how is the word made up?
• Memory – can I remember what that grapheme 

looks like and where can I find it?
• Do I remember what my tricky words/high frequency 

words look like?
• Do I remember what I want to write?










